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Course Description:  In this course, we look at foundational texts ranging from antiquity through the early twentieth century, with a special focus on human conceptions of time and history.  Most of the texts we will be reading interrogate the beginnings of human history and the origin of the universe while also speculating about the end of the world and the kingdom of heaven.  Over the course of our readings, we will try to investigate this transhistorical insistence on conceiving of the world in terms of its origins and its endings. While this question will provide some of the focus for the course, the texts have also been chosen for their significance in the development of human thought and intellectual history.  


Course requirements:  No knowledge of any foreign language is expected, as all works will be read and discussed in English.  It is essential that you keep up with the reading assignments and come to class prepared.  Attendance is, of course, mandatory.  Cell phones must be turned off.  Sleeping in class is punishable by dismemberment.


Recitation Sections. In addition to the lectures, all students must enrol in a discussion section led by one of the five preceptors assigned to this course.  This will be an opportunity for you to become actively engaged in the material, as well as simply to ask clarifying questions.  


These recitations sections are an integral part of the course and play a significant role in your final grade. 


Assignments:  Throughout the semester, you will be given short assignments during your recitation sessions. At times these assignments will consist of preparing questions for class discussion, writing brief (2-3 page) essays in advance; on other occasions, there will be short quizzes.  These assignments will, along with your level of participation, determine the recitation portion of your grade.  In addition, you will also write one longer, more formal essay (4-6 pages) on topics assigned in advance, or on a topic of your choice that has been approved in advance. There will also be an in-class midterm exam on Wednesday, October 25 and a final exam on Wednesday, December 20, at 4:00. 


Blackboard and the Internet.  Blackboard, which is accessible through the "Academics" tab of NYU Home, is an important part of course, facilitating announcements and the distribution of course materials.  


Please keep in mind that, by default,  Blackboard uses your NYU email account.  Many of you may have other email accounts that you use.  If so, it is a quite simple matter to arrange for your email from one account to be forwarded automatically to the other.  I strongly urge you to do so.  It is your responsibility to make sure that you are receiving official email sent to your NYU account.


Additional Assistance. Additional assistance for this class is available to you free of charge at the College Learning Center located on the 1st Floor of Weinstein Hall (right behind Java City).  For information on one-on-one and group peer tutoring, please stop by the CLC or go to their website: http://www.nyu.edu/cas/clc

Final Grade.  Your final grade will be determined according to the following formula:  




Participation:



20%


3 Short Writing Assignments: 
30%


Longer Writing Assignment:

15%


Midterm Exam:


15%




Final Exam:



20%

Required Texts, Part One 

(NYU Book Store): 

 Please note that I have chosen these editions and translations because I believe that they are the best ones available.  In particular, I strongly recommend against using any other edition of Dostoevsky, More, Nietzsche, Plato, or Sophocles (unless you intend to read them in the original).

Kierkegaard, Soren.  Fear and Trembling.  Repetition.  Ed. and Tr. Howard V. Hong and Edna H. Hong. 
Dostoevsky, Fyodor Notes from Underground.  Tr. Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky. 

Freud, Sigmund.  Civilization and Its Discontents.

Marx, Karl.  The Communist Manifesto (Norton Critical Editions). Ed. Frederic L. Bender

Metzger, Bruce M.  and Roland E. Murphy (eds). The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha, New Revised Standard Version. 

More, Thomas.  Utopia (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought).  Eds.  George M. Logan  and Robert M. Adams (Editor),

Nietzsche, Friedrich.  On the Genealogy of Morality (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought). Eds. Keith Ansell-Pearson and Carol Diethe.

Plato, The Republic of Plato.  Ed. and Tr. Allan Bloom.

Shelly, Mary.  Frankenstein. 

Sophocles Three Tragedies.  Oedipus the King.  Oedipus at Colonus.  Antigone. Edited David Grene and Richmond Lattimore. Tr. David Greene.
Required Texts , Part Two

(On Blackboard)


The rest of the readings for this class will be available in two formats on Blackboard:  Rich Text Format (.rtf), which can be read and printed using virtually any word processing program on any platform, and .html (the mark-up language for the Web). 


Please also note that the first two readings on Blackboard are not assigned for specific days; rather, they are ancillary materials designed to help you perform well in the class.  I expect you to familiar yourself with the first two ("Advice for Student Writers" and "Citation") before you turn in any written assignment. 


Finally, please note that you must bring the texts with you to your recitation sections. 


A-1 Advice for Student Writers.


A-2 Citation


Bacon, Francis.  The New Atlantis. Henry Morley (ed.).  Ideal Commonwealths.  Eighth edition.  London:  Routledge, 1899. 171-213.


Campanella, Tomaso.  The City of the Sun. Henry Morley (ed.).  Ideal Commonwealths.  Eighth edition.  London:  Routledge, 1899.  215-263, 


Engels, Frederick.  The Origin of the Family, Private Property, and the State. Tr. Alick West. http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1884/origin-family/index.htm

CLASS SCHEDULE

September  6  (W) Introduction
September 11  (M) In the Beginning


For Today: 


Genesis (pp. 9-81)



(esp. Chapters1-24)

September 13 (W) The Writing Is on the Wall (1)


For Today: 


Daniel (pp. 1253-1277)

September  18 (M) Teacher, You Have Spoken Well

For Today: 


Luke (pp. 93-144)
September 20 (W) The Alpha and the Omega


For Today: 


Revelation (pp. 420-449)

September 25 (M) Sim City (1)


For Today: 


Plato's Republic (excerpts)

First Assignment Due

September 27 (W) Sim City (2)


For Today: 


Plato's Republic (excerpts)

October 2 (M) NO CLASS 

Yom Kippur

October 4 (W) Mothers, Fathers, Monsters


For Today: 


Sophocles, Oedipus the King
October 9 (M) NO CLASS 

(Legislative Holiday)

October 11 (W) Memoirs of a Dutiful Daughter/Sister


For Today: 


Sophocles, Antigone
Second Assignment Due

October 16  (M) The News from Nowhere


For Today: 


More, Utopia
October 18 (W) The Writing Is on the Wall (2)


For Today: 


Campanella, The City of the Sun
October 23 (M) Twice Paid


For Today: 


Bacon, The New Atlantis
October 25 (W) MIDTERM EXAM 
October 30  (M) Hideous Progeny (1)

 For Today:


Shelly, Frankenstein

November 1 (W) Hideous Progeny (2)

 For Today:


Shelly, Frankenstein
November 6 (M) Strengthening Abraham's Arm (1)


For Today:  


Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling
(excerpts)

November 8 (W) Strengthening Abraham's Arm (2)


For Today:


Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling 

(excerpts)

November 13  (M) Spectres and Visitations


For Today:


Marx & Engels, The Communist 
Manifesto
November 15 (W) Rootless Family Trees

For Today: 


Engels, The Origin of the Family 

(excerpts)

November 20 (M) The Blind Watchmaker

For Today: 


Darwin, The Descent of Man 

(excerpts)

Third Assignment Due

November 22 (W) No Class

Thankgsiving
November 27 (M) Ungrateful Creatures (1)

For Today:


Dostoevsky, Notes from 
Underground (Part One)
November 29 (W) Ungrateful Creatures (2)

For Today:


Dostoevsky, Notes from 
Underground (Part Two)
December 4  (M) Masters and Slaves (1)

For Today: 


Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of 
Morality (Preface-Essay 2)

Fourth (Long) Assignment Due

December 6 (W) Masters and Slaves (2)

For Today: 


Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of 


Morality (finish)

December 11 (M) Prosthetic Gods (1)


For Today: 


Freud, Civilization and Its 
Discontents (Chs. 1-4)
December 13 (W) Prosthetic Gods (2)


For Today: 


Freud, Civilization and Its 
Discontents (finish)
December 20 (W)  Final Exam



4:00-5:50
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