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By its very nature, utopianism is aggressively interdisciplinary:  the search for a perfect world has resulted in a prose genre that straddles the boundary between fiction and philosophy, while the potential applications of utopian theory to political practice is the stuff of sociology, political theory, and experiments in “intentional communities.”  Utopianism rather quickly spawned its skeptical counterpart, anti-utopianism (an argument with utopia), as well as a specific anti-utopian genre that has become a cliché of science fiction and film:  dystopia (utopia gone wrong). 


In this course, we will examine the development of the utopian tradition, primarily (though not exclusively) as a literary genre and philosophical thought experiment.  Though defining the features of the genre will be an important component of our task, we will also examine the larger questions raised by utopian fiction:  what is the impulse behind utopian literature? What is the relationship between utopia and the novel? How does time pass in utopias?  How do we get from “here” (the imperfect world) to “there” (the perfect one), and how is this journey enacted in fiction?  Why are the family, sexuality, and the role of women so central to the utopian tradition?  How does utopian fiction at times inspire the reader to action, resulting in attempts to put fictional/philosophical models to the test (in communes, intentional communities, etc.)?  What is the utopian conception of pleasure?  Is there any place for the frivolous or the playful?


As we trace the development of utopian thought, we will find that it quickly became wedded to a teleological or eschatological view of history:  utopia is seen as the culmination of historical progress, the goal toward which humanity has been striving.  In Christian Europe, utopia becomes conflated with the kingdom of heaven to be established after the end of the world.  Later utopian (and anti-utopian) fictions often place their “perfect” societies in a post-apocalyptic framework.  The apocalypse adds particular moral and temporal dimensions to utopia:  not only does utopia become the endpoint of history, a realm that exists almost outside of time, but the perfection of the coming world can be invoked to justify the cataclysm that precedes it.  


This wedding of utopianism and apocalypticism can be seen in millenarian movements throughout history, from medieval sectarian revolts to such contemporary “cults” as Heaven’s Gate (America), Aum Shinri Kyo (Japan),  or the Great White Brotherhood (Russia).   Yet millenarian and apocalyptic thought are not the exclusive property of religious believers; as we saw quite recently, people throughout the world awaited the year 2000 with both trepidation (the “millennium bug”) and anticipation (the expectation of a “New Age”).  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS


No knowledge of any foreign language is expected, as all works will be read and discussed in English.  It is essential that you keep up with the reading assignments and come to class prepared either to make observations or ask questions.  Attendance is, of course, mandatory.


Blackboard and the Web.  A great deal of material associated with this class will be available on Blackboard, including the syllabus (also available as a link through my own homepage), handouts, assignments, discussion questions, useful Internet links, and an on-line discussion group.  In addition, I will also accept assignments turned in to the "Drop Box" in Blackboard, as long as the files are in some version of Word (97 or above, any platform). 


Blackboard can be accessed through the "Academics" tab of NYU Home.


Written Assignments:  There will be three short short papers, a mid-semester paper (6-8 pages), and a final paper (6-8).  


The short papers may be no longer than two pages, and they can be about any of the works we are reading. These papers are a tool to help you think about an aspect of the text that interests you, and any ideas you generate in the course of these assignments would be welcome contributions to class discussion.  You must turn in the short paper by the beginning of the last class during which the text is being discussed.  That is, if you want to write a response to Brave New World,  you must turn this paper on July 21.  If we are only spending one class period on the work, then you must turn in the short paper at the beginning of that class. No late short papers will be accepted under any circumstances.


You may not wait until December to turn in three short papers.  The semester has been divided into three parts, and you must write one short paper by each of these three deadlines.  That is, your first short paper must be turned in no later than July 10.  your second short paper is due no later than July 17, and the third short paper is due no later than August 5.  Though you are not allowed to wait to do all the short papers until the end of the course, if you feel you would rather do your short papers earlier (turning two short papers during the first or second segments of the course), you are free to do so.  


The topics of your mid-semester paper  and final paper are yours to choose, but you must come talk to me about them in advance.  It is hoped that the short short papers will lead you toward topics for your longer papers.  Both your mid-semester and your final papers can be based on short papers, as long as you are not tapping the same short paper for both longer works.  


The mid-semester paper is due on July 22 and the final paper must be turned on August 7.


I welcome full or partial drafts of any of these writing assignments.  Drafts of the short papers must be shown to me no later than one week before the due date; drafts of the long papers must be submitted no later than two weeks before the due date.


I will not accept papers by electronic mail; if you want to submit your paper electronically, use the "Drop Box" in Blackboard.

Class participation.  Most class periods will be a mix of lecture and discussion; only occasionally will I spend the entire class giving a lecture.  Everyone is encouraged to participate in discussion, which will be facilitated by questions posted on Blackboard, and by the short papers.  


Active and constructive class participation can significantly improve your final grade.  Frequent absences will have a negative effect on it.  

Final Grade.  Your final grade will be determined as follows:




Short papers:


30%




Mid-semester paper:
30%




Final paper: 


30%




Class participation:

10%


REQUIRED READING AND VIEWING
Some texts will be available in a packet at Unique Copies  (252 Greene Street):  


Bacon, Francis.  The New Atlantis.  White, Frederic R.  Famous Utopias of the Renaissance.  Putney, Vermont:  Hendricks House, 1981. 


Campanella, Tommaso.  City of the Sun.  Nyack, NY: Journeyman’s Press, 1981. 


Marx and Engels.  The Communist Manifesto.  In Robert C. Tucker’s Marx-Engels Reader.  New York:  Norton, 1972  331-362. 


All of the books you are expected to buy can be purchased at the NYU Book Center.


Note on The Turner Diaries.  Because this class is concerned with contemporary apocalyptic thought, I have included one of the most notorious underground apocalyptic texts of our times:  The Turner Diaries by Andrew Macdonald.  The Tuner Diaries is available for purchase on various sites on the WWW; however, I am not requiring that anyone buy it due to the potential ethical ramifications of paying for this book.  The Turner Diaries is unapologetically racist and anti-Semitic, describing a future race war between Aryans and "mongrels," so most readers will likely find it highly offensive.  It is essentially the Bible of the right-wing militia/Christian Identity movement, and has had a huge impact on a number of readers, most notably Timothy McVeigh.   Therefore, I am not requiring that the text be read; rather, I leave it as an option, with the understanding that it will be included in class discussion.  The Turner Diaries can be read on the Web at: 










<http://www.angelfire.com/hi/themadmoose/td.html>.  


As we get closer to this assignment, I will indicate which chapters are most likely to become part of class discussion. 


Editions: Many of these books come in different editions and different translations, and I understand that you might prefer to buy used copies of these editions to save money.   Therefore I am including my recommendation and warnings about the various editions of each of these books.  


E-texts.  Generally, I prefer that you cite hard copies of these texts rather than e-texts available on the Web.  This is because of questions of textological accuracy (less of an issue for certain reputable sites, such as the University of Virginia's e-text center), and because without page numbers, it becomes difficult to be specific as to where exactly in the text the reference can be found.  But for some of the above books, e-text sites are indicated for the sake of convenience.  In addition, for those who actually like to read e-books, most of the required reading can be bought as .pdb files from sites such as Palm Digital Media and Fictionwise, while some of the classics can be downloaded for free from UVA's e-book library (http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/ebooks/ebooklist.html). 


Secondary sources on the Internet.  I have provided various links to secondary sources on the Web, but that does not meant that I consider them  on part with what can be found in Bobst Library.  These sites are listed as sources of background information for your own understanding of the text; in your midterm and final papers, you should cite scholarly books and articles.  


A good place to start for looking for utopia resource on the Internet is: 



<http://users.erols.com/jonwill/utopialist.htm>


Looking for the Apocalypse on the Internet is an exercise in redundancy.

BOOKS AND ARTICLES
*Atwood, Margaret
The Handmaid's Tale
Any edition is fine.


A study guide is available at:


     <http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~brians/science_fiction/handmaid.html>


Discussion questions can be found at:


<http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides/handmaids_tale.asp>

*Bacon, Francis.  

The New Atlantis.

In: White, Frederic R.  Famous Utopias of the Renaissance.  Putney, Vermont:  Hendricks House, 1981. This can be found in the course packet.


Available  on the WWW at:


<http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/bacon/atlantis.html>


Resources on Bacon:


< http://books.mirror.org/gb.bacon-francis.html>

*Bellamy, Edward.  

Looking Backward.

Feel free to use any edition. 


Available on the WWW at:


<http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/BELLAMY/toc.html>


Resources on Bellamy:


<http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/bellamy.html>

*Campanella, Tommaso. 

 City of the Sun.

Nyack, NY: Journeyman’s Press, 1981.  


This can be found in the coursepacket.  


Available on the WWW at:

<http://www.ubka.unikarlsruhe.de/~moennich/campanella/texte/citysun.html>

*Dostoevsky, Fedor. 

 Notes from Underground.


The Peavear/Volkhonsky translation is one of the best available.  Others vary. 


Another translation is available on the WWW at:


< http://eserver.org/books/dostoevsky-underground/>


A study guide on Notes  is available at:


< http://www1.umn.edu/lol-russ/hpgary/Russ3421/lesson8.htm>


<http://www.kiosek.com/dostoevsky/>

*Huxley, Aldous.  

Brave New World.

Any edition is fine. 


<http://somaweb.org/>


<http://www.euro.net/mark-space/AldousHuxley.html>

*LaHaye, Tim and Jerry Ahearn.

Left Behind:   A Novel of the Earth's Last Days
(Left Behind Series, Book 1).

  
Any edition is fine. 


<http://www.leftbehind.com/>

**Le Guin, Ursula K.

The Dispossessed.

Any edition is fine. 


Study Guide for The Dispossessed:


 <http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~brians/science_fiction/dispossessed.html>


Author's website:


< http://www.ursulakleguin.com/>

*Marx and Engels.

The Communist Manifesto.
In Robert C. Tucker’s Marx-Engels Reader.  New York:  Norton, 1972  331-362.A photocopy is available in the course pack. 


On the Web at: 

<http://www.anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/classics/manifesto.html>


< http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/index.htm>

*Macdonald, Andrew.

The Turner Diaries.

 See note above. 


On the Web at:



<www.angelfire.com/hi/themadmoose/td.html>

Moore, Alan and David Gibbons.

Watchmen.
Feel free to use any edition. 


Annotations available at: 



<http://theory.lcs.mit.edu/~wald/watchmen-index.html>


General Alan Moore information:


< http://www.alanmoorefansite.com/>

*More, Thomas.

Utopia.

 The edition I am ordering is by far the best. 


A different translation can be found on-line at:


< http://www.d-holliday.com/tmore/utopia.htm)


Resources on Thomas More (complete with an annoying, faux-Renaissance soundtrack) can be found at:


< http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/tmore.htm>

*Orwell, George.

1984.

Feel free to use any edition. 


The text is available on-line at:


< http://www.eng.buffalo.edu/~smf7/175/booktoc.html>


A study guide is available at:


< http://www.gerenser.com/1984/>

*Plato’s Republic.
There are a large number of translations and editions; I have chosen the G. M. A. Grube translation.  If you choose an edition which does not conform to the standard division of the book into ten chapters (such as the Cornford translation), you may have difficulty following along. 


A different translation can be found on-line at:


< http://plato.evansville.edu/texts/jowett/republic.htm>


Plato resources can be found at:


< http://books.mirror.org/gb.plato.html>

Passaro. Vince.

“Dragon Fiction:  The (Very Lucrative) Advent of the Christian Thriller).” 

Harper’s Magazine (September 1996): 64-71.


Handout to be provided in class.

Revelation.

I have not ordered a copy of this, since the New Testament is easy to find.   Use any edition and translation you like. 



Annotated guide:



 <http://www.ntgateway.com/rev.htm>

*Zamyatin, Yevgeny.

We.

There are at least four translations of this novel, and several editions in print.  However, Clarence Brown’s recent translation is *much* better than all the others.  This edition is highly recommended.  Avoid Zilboorg’s translation like the plague.  


Reading questions for Zamyatin's We:


<http://classes.colgate.edu/ihelfant/russ254/reading%20questions/Zamyatin.htm>


< http://courses.nus.edu.sg/course/ellpatke/Sf/Zamyatin.htm>


General Zamyatin information:


< http://it.stlawu.edu/~rkreuzer/ltrn101/zamiatin.htm>


< http://www.monadnock.net/fanspaces/zamyatin/>


Assorted handouts will be distributed in class. 


* On Bobst Reserve


** Part of the permanent, non-circulating Tamiment Collection (Bobst)

FILMS


In the interests of interdisciplinarity, and also to make our summer schedule a bit more bearable, I am including viewing assignments in the schedule.  These films/television shows are required viewing, and they are to be watched before class.  If you have seen them before, you still must watch them again so that they are fresh in your mind.


Most of these films are easy to find in any video store and are available in Bobst, so I am not making any special arrangement for screening them:


The Matrix 


The Rapture

In addition, I am assigning two episodes of the late 1990s television show Millennium, since they fit the theme so well.   I will arrange a screening.


Finally, I have yet to choose one of the films we will be watching.  A list of utopian/dystopian/apocalyptic texts will be posted on Blackboard; the list is seriously out of date, and I welcome suggestions for additions.  The class can vote on a (relevant) film to screen for that day, either from the list or based on students' suggestions.  I will start a discussion thread on this topic on Blackboard.

CLASS SCHEDULE

June 30 (M) Introduction
July 1 (T) Plato’s Republic 

For Today: 


 Read The Republic (excerpts; 


  actual assignment explained 


  on Blackboard)

July 3  (Th) More’s Utopia/Republic

For Today: 


 Read Utopia

July 7 (M) Campanella/Bacon 


For Today: 


 Read City of the Sun (packet)


 Read The New Atlantis (packet)

July 8  (T) Dostoevsky


For Today: 


 Read Notes from Underground,

July 10  (Th) Bellamy 


For Today: 


 Read Looking Backward


Final Deadline  for  Short Paper  #1
July 14  (M) Millenarianism and the



Apocalypse 


For Today: 


 Read Revelation

 Read Passaro (handout)

July 15 (T)  Marx and Engels

For Today: 


 Read Communist Manifesto 



(Packet)

July 17 (Th) Zamyatin 


For Today: 


 Read We  


Final Deadline  for Short 




Paper #2
July 21 (M) Huxley 


For Today: 



 Read Brave New World
July 22 (T) Film TBA


Mid-semester Paper Due

July 24  (Th) Orwell 

 Read 1984
July 28 (M) Atwood


For Today: 



 Read The Handmaid's Tale
July 29  (T) Film:  The Matrix


For Today: 



 Watch The Matrix

July 31 (Th) Le Guin 

For Today: 


 Read The Dispossessed 

August 4(M) Apocalypticism an the 




Christian Right

For Today: 


 Read  Left Behind

 Read  The Turner Diaries 



(on the Web; voluntary)
August 5 (T)  Film: The Rapture 


For Today: 



 Watch The Rapture

 Watch Millennium
 
Final Deadline  for Short 




Paper#3
August 7(Th) Moore/Gibbons 

For Today: 


 Read Watchmen 


FINAL PAPER DUE
Borenstein
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